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How does your feminism show up in the digital space you occupy?

Meme “Bi Kidude”by Kawira  Mwirichia, 
Queer, African Visual Artist for 
#feministforwards by TakeBackTheTech

https://takebackthetech.net/campaign-image/bi-kidude-kawira-kenya-feministforwards


Why Feminism in 
Digital Rights?



…the concern with the internet is that it reinforces power 
dynamics that increase the marginalization of women and 
gender-diverse groups. The internet and digital platforms 
serve as a means to connect and shift patriarchal norms and 
practices. Therefore, there is a need to understand the 
intersection of gender and digital rights through a feminist 
lens.

Smashing the Patriarchy - Power, norms and principles



“we need even more African feminists and feminisms on, in, around 
the internet, to counter the idea that technology somehow levels the 
playing field for all, and is an infallible solution to all our problems.”
– S Magenya in Making a Feminist Internet Africa

 

Africa Feminism in Digital Rights



• Feminist Principles of the internet - 
APC led collaborative 

“The Feminist Principles of the 
Internet are a series of statements 
that offer a gender and sexual rights 
lens on critical internet-related 
rights.”
● Currently a convening taking place 

on climate justice related principal

Frameworks to 
guide Feminist 

Thinking

https://feministinternet.org/en/page/about


• Feminist Principles of tech- - 
Superrr Network

“This project is a set of work-in-progress 
guidelines for feminist tech policy-making 
and technology creation. The guidelines 
consist of 12 principles for feminist 
technology, which range from the 
intrapersonal to the global, and which are 
accompanied by a card deck and six essays 
envisioning more just technological futures.”

Frameworks to 
guide Feminist 

Thinking

https://superrr.net/feministtech/about/
https://superrr.net/feministtech/about/


• Data feminism - C D’Ignazio and 
L.F. Klein

“Data Feminism provides a framework 
for data scientists seeking to learn 
how feminism can help them work 
toward justice, and for feminists who 
want to focus their efforts on the 
growing field of data science.” 

Frameworks to 
guide Feminist 

Thinking

https://mitpress.mit.edu/9780262044004/data-feminism/
https://mitpress.mit.edu/9780262044004/data-feminism/


• Data justice

“A way to center marginalised 
groups in datafied societies to 
recognise opportunities and respond 
to harms emerging from use of data 
in society that may harm groups in 
society.”

Frameworks to 
guide Feminist 

Thinking

https://globaldatajustice.org/


• Intersectionality

“An understanding of social 
interactions with technology that 
consider multiple inequalities and 
locating technology in the context of 
systematic oppression including 
racism, sexism, colonialism, classism, 
and patriarchy” - MyDataRights

Frameworks to 
guide Feminist 

Thinking

https://mydatarights.africa/a-feminist-approach-to-assessing-ai-privacy-and-data-protection-in-south-africa/


What are some of the gender issues that show 
up for you with digital technology?



Gendered issues 
in digital rights 

through a feminist 
lens

 1)Access
● Gendered digital divide
● Affordability 
● Accessibility
● Digital Skills and literacy
● Time skewed barriers
● Geographical location nuance
● Out of context digital technologies



 World - 63% internet users
 Female - 57%
 Male - 62%

Access : Percentage of female and male population 
using the internet

 Africa - 33% internet users
 Female - 24%
 Male - 35%

*This data gives us a binary perception of issues of access counting those who identify as male and female. Just a piece of the gender story



Gendered issues 
in digital rights 

through a feminist 
lens

 1)Access
● Digital Skills and literacy
● Accessibility
● Time skewed barriers
● Geographical location nuance
● Social and cultural norms



Access - Digital literacy/skills 

There are so many applications I see but I don’t know how to use them. I fear trying them out because 

I’m afraid I might mess up my phone or internet connections”

- (Uganda respondent, November 2019). - Web Foundations Women's rights online report 2020.



Gendered issues 
in digital rights 

through a feminist 
lens

 2)Uneasy access
● Misinformation and Disinformation
● Online gender based violence
● Biased and discriminatory technology
● Dataveillance/Surveillance
● Online censorship
● Predictive technology replacing policy



“I’d like to know more about data collection and progressing policies 
that we consent to as we share information online and at the same 
time identify how gender issues can be factored in these.
 I would really like these apps to word their data terms and 
conditions in a user friendly way.”
 – Participant Y.

Uneasy Access – skewed protection



Applying feminism to 
the right to privacy 
and data protection



AI, privacy and 
Data Protection in 

SA

 1) What would a gender-responsive data 
protection and privacy law entail to ensure
gender safeguards against AI gendered
harms?

 2) How can civil society play a role in 
ensuring a gender transformative law and
practice with a focus on the right to privacy 
and data protection?



Does data protection 
safeguard against 
gender-based risks in 
Southern Africa?

1)What are the concerns related to 
gender and sexuality?

2) Do the current data-protection 
frameworks address these issues?

3) What is needed to ensure gender is 
fully taken into account within data 
protection?



“Where My Data At?”:
Imagining resistance to 
data processing
with African feminists

1. What are the multiple and intersecting 
understandings of the relationship 
between gender, privacy, and data by 
African feminists?

2. How do African feminists navigate a 
datafied society?

3. What are feminist centered ways of 
resistance in datafied societies?



Applying a Feminist 
approach to Digital 
Rights



How would you like to 
see feminism show 

up in the spaces you 
occupy?



Innovation 
ecosystem

• Re-imagining and re-claiming 
tech for safety and pleasure

•  Assessing power in tech 
interventions

• Digital development responsive to 
context and takes on consultative 
processes

• e.g Mozilla Common Voice work



Policy and

Regulation

• Assessing gender in current policies 
• Developing context responsive policy 

adoption and implementation
• Repealing broad and unclear laws/clauses 

on surveillance
• Capacity enhancement of policy makers 

with gender responsive training



Policy and

Regulation

• Zimbabwe Data Protection Act which 
criminalises sharing a person’s intimate 
images

• South Africa Domestic Violence 
Amendment Bill [B20 – 2020] - use of 
gender neutral pronouns throughout the 
bill and definition of intimidation to include 
specific references to electronic 
communications



Research and 
documentation

• Research and documentation of 
African gender and digital rights  
issues

• Gender disaggregated data on 
information collected by IGO 
and governmental bodies

• Resourcing for collaborative 
research



Advocacy

• Raising public awareness and 
creating space for meaningful 
engagement for issues

• Movement building across sectors 
to develop networks of actors and 
collaborative action

• Supporting and resourcing 
meaningful engagement during 
policy making processes

• African Feminist data manifesto



Advocacy

• Example: Equality Now Call for an 
Intersectional Feminist Informed 
Universal Declaration on Digital 
Rights

“...bold document, rooted in existing human 
rights law and underpinned by an 
intersectional, feminist and 
anti-discrimination analysis, would clearly 
articulate how human rights apply in the 
digital sphere so that governments and 
companies can be held accountable”

https://www.equalitynow.org/news_and_insights/universal-declaration-on-digital-rights/
https://www.equalitynow.org/news_and_insights/universal-declaration-on-digital-rights/
https://www.equalitynow.org/news_and_insights/universal-declaration-on-digital-rights/
https://www.equalitynow.org/news_and_insights/universal-declaration-on-digital-rights/


Thank you!
stay in touch on

 Twitter @MydatarightsAf1
@chenaiie


